Pulaski County Special School District
8th Grade World Studies

Course Syllabus

Course Description:

This course will focus on the study of world history from the Renaissance to the present.

Unit 1:


Birth of Modern Thought
· The Renaissance

· The Reformation

· The Scientific Revolution

· The Age of Enlightenment

Unit 2:


Nationalism, Industrialism, and Imperialism

· Political unrest led to revolution

· Industrial Revolution

· Imperialism in Asia and Africa

Unit 3:


World War I and World War II

· Industrialized nations exert control

· Conflicting national interest

· Events & Turning points

· Devastation of life and property

Unit 4:


The Cold War & the 20th Century

· Tensions create the Cold War

· International organizations

· Cause & effect of post-war conflicts

· Apartheid South Africa

· Technology in the 20th century

Unit 5:


Globalization in the 21st century

· Worldwide effects of 9/11

· Citizens rights and responsibilities

· Global economy

