AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY

AP AUDIT SYLLABUS MCO’S

UNIT I: GEOGRAPHY: ITS NATURE AND PERSPECTIVES – OBJECTIVE:  In this introductory unit, students will learn the basic concepts of the course:  location, space, place, scale, pattern, regionalization, and globalization.  

MCO:  In order to develop an understanding of maps and how they are used and manipulated to show various perspectives, students will use GIS software programs that show maps of distribution of races at different scales: state, county, and region.  These maps may lead to different conclusions about the distribution of ethnic populations within the U.S., and students will learn to determine which scale would be most appropriate for the purpose of the map. (Immigration/Migration, Ethnicity/Culture)
UNIT II: POPULATION – OBJECTIVE:  Students will learn how the human population is organized geographically into cultural, political, economic and urban systems.  They will study fertility, mortality, and migration, as well as refugee flows and causes and effects of these phenomenon.
MCO:  Through whole group discussion and computer GIS lab activities students will gain knowledge of the major migrations in world history, and how those migrations have led to the current population distributions.  A game/simulation in the classroom using candy will demonstrate push and pull factors and obstacles to migration.  (Immigration/Migration, Racism/Discrimination, Socialization)

UNIT III: CULTURAL PATTERNS AND PROCESS – OBJECTIVE:  This unit will focus on Spatial Distribution of cultural groups as defined by language, religion, race, ethnicity and gender in the present as well as the past.  Students will study the various types of diffusion to understand how cultural traits move through time and space to new locations.  Another major emphasis is on the way that culture shapes human-environmental relationships.
MCO: Through whole group discussion students examine the issues related to current world conflicts centered on cultural differences.  Students will be involved in an in depth study of cultural boundaries in computer lab GIS activities and exploration of popular culture and distinctions in manner of diffusion.  (ethnicity/culture, immigration/migration, socialization)
UNIT IV: POLITICAL ORGANIZATION OF SPACE – OBJECTIVE:  Students will understand differences in the political organization of territory at different scales.  Students are introduced to different forces that shaped the evolution of the contemporary world political map, including the rise of the modern nature state, colonialism, economic globalization, and ethnic separatism.  Students will also explore power relationships at various scales, such as how particular policies affect the spatial organization of cultural and social life, as in the case of racial segregation.
MCO:  Students will work in small groups to analyze and solve problems such as boundary conflicts between states.  Student will read primary documents about ethnic cleansing and present opposing viewpoints to the class.  (racism/discrimination, intercultural competence, ethnicity/culture, socialization)

UNIT V:  AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL LAND USE – OBJECTIVE:  This unit explores the characteristics of the world’s agricultural regions, why these regions function the way they do, and the impact of agricultural change on the quality of life and the environment.  Students will understand why distinct regional patterns of diet, energy use, and agrarian technology emerged. Students will examine settlement patterns and cultural values that created and sustain these patterns.  

MCO:  Students will work on creating a project that asks a geographic question and will present their findings to the class.  (socialization, intercultural competence)

UNIT VI:  INDUSTRIALIZATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – OBJECTIVE:   Students will learn that economic activity has a spatial character influenced by the interaction of several factors, including natural resources, culture, politics, and history in specific places.  Students learn about geographic elements of industrialization and development.  Students will understand models of development that help to explain why the world is divided into a well-developed core and a less developed periphery.

MCO:  Through whole group discussion and GIS computerized lab activities, students will examine the industrial revolution and distribution of natural resources.  Student debate the validity of environmental determination.  (racism/discrimination, socialization, intercultural competence)

UNIT VII:  CITIES AND URBAN LAND USE – OBJECTIVE:  This unit explores urban geography focusing on systems of cities (where cities are located and why they are there) and the form, internal structure, and landscapes of cities.  Students will study topics such as the political, economic, and cultural functions of cities, patterns of land use, racial and ethnic segregation, and gentrification of neighborhoods.
MCO:  Students discuss policies and current trends in local neighborhoods of gentrification and urban degradation, and desegregation policies and how cities are affected.  (racism/discrimination, socialization, intercultural competence)  

