AP COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT

AUDIT SYLLABUS ADDENDUM – MCO’S

UNIT I:  INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE POLITICS – OBJECTIVE:  Students will learn how political scientists study politics and why it is important to be informed about politics abroad.  The world is interdependent and globalization has led to the political and economic permeability of national borders.  Students will understand that despite different regime types and economies, most countries face similar challenges.  Students will learn the basic information about the 6 countries studied in this course: Great Britain, Russia, Mexico, China, Iran, and Nigeria.
MCO:  Students work in groups of 3 or 4 to complete a chart comparing the six countries.  Each group presents one country to the rest of the class.  (racism/discrimination, intercultural competence, socialization)
UNIT II: SOVEREIGNTY, AUTHORITY, AND POWER – OBJECTIVE:  Students will understand how states acquire and exercise sovereignty, authority, and power and different governments establish legitimacy.  One large element of the state’s power is the way that it deals with economic issues, and the structures of the economy will impact governmental effectiveness.  Students will also learn how political culture and political ideologies play a role in the power of the state.  Students will apply all information to the 6 countries being studied.
MCO:  Students work in groups of 3 or 4 to complete a chart comparing the six countries.  Each group presents one country to the rest of the class.  (racism/discrimination, intercultural competence, socialization)

UNIT III:  POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS – OBJECTIVE:  Students should become familiar with all of the formal structure and workings of states and governments.  Students should be familiar with the branches of government in the 6 countries, as well as subnational and supranational governments.  Students must get a knowledge of the informal procedures of government, as well as the formal constitutional patterns.  Institutions include parties, interest groups, bureaucracies, electoral systems and the military, in addition to traditional branches of government.
MCO:  Students work in groups of 3 or 4 to complete a chart comparing the six countries.  Each group presents one country to the rest of the class.  (racism/discrimination, intercultural competence, socialization, ethnicity/culture)

UNIT IV:  CITIZENS, SOCIETY, AND THE STATE – OBJECTIVE:  Students will understand that politics hinges on the interaction between state and society.  Interactions or cleavages between groups based on ethnicity, religion, or class become politically relevant. Students must gain an understanding of the concept of civil society, both in the abstract and as it pertains to the 6 countries.  The role of the media and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) can be significant, as can the various forms of political participation used by the citizens.
MCO:  Students work in groups of 3 or 4 to complete a chart comparing the six countries.  Each group presents one country to the rest of the class.  (racism/discrimination, intercultural competence, socialization, ethnicity/culture)

UNIT V:  POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGE – OBJECTIVE:  Students should study the different types of change, as well as the major changes that have occurred in the 6 countries over their histories.  Major  concepts include democratization, and globalization, and membership in supranational organizations.
MCO:  Students work in groups of 3 or 4 to complete a chart comparing the six countries.  Each group presents one country to the rest of the class.  (racism/discrimination, intercultural competence, socialization)

UNIT VI:  PUBLIC POLICY-OBJECTIVE:   Students will need to understand the wide range of factors that influence policymaking in the abstract, as well as in the specific countries being studies.  The major areas of policy should include social welfare policy,  civil liberties, the environment, control and management of natural resources, economic performance, and population and migration policies.  Students should be able to discuss and analyze policy differences in a comparative context, exploring how different systems create different solutions to domestic and global problems.

MCO:   Students work in groups of 3 or 4 to complete a chart comparing the six countries.  Each group presents one country to the rest of the class.  (racism/discrimination, intercultural competence, socialization, immigration/migration)


