                                  Pulaski County Special School District

Civics Course Syllabus

Course Description: This is a required course designed to prepare students for the responsibility of citizenship. Special emphasis is placed on understanding the structure and function of our democratic form of government. The content has been collated to the Arkansas Social Studies Frameworks, Stanford 9 Objectives, and District Multicultural Activities.

Grade: 9
Prerequisite: None
                                         Civics Course Outline

Unit One:       Foundations of American Democracy
· A Land of Freedom

· A Refuge for Oppressed Peoples of the World

· Rights of Naturalized Citizens
Unit Two:      Duties, Rights, and Responsibilities of the American Citizen
· Responsibilities of Citizenship

· The Right to Vote

· Participation in the Election Process

· Responsibility for Knowledge on Public Issues

· Necessity of Taxes to Meet the Need of Government

Unit Three:    A Government of Law
· Republican Form of Government

· The Legislative Branch of Government

· Delegated and Limited Powers of Congress

· How Bills Become Laws

· The Executive Branch of Government

· Flexibility of the Constitution

· The Right to a Fair Trial

· The Supreme Court as Guardian of Liberties

Unit Four:  State and Local Government
· A Federal System of Government
· State Constitutions

· The Judicial Branch Government

· City and Local Government

Unit Five: Economic System
· Caring for the Material Needs of People
· The Free Enterprise System

· The Factors of Production

· Mass Production, Marketing, and Consumption

· The Institution of Banking

Unit Six: Global Interdependence
· The United Nations

· Economic and Environmental Issues

· Citizens Obligation to be Informed on International Issues

