Writing Exercises:

1. The Bering Strait connects the Bering Sea and Arctic Ocean. What country is about 50 miles across the Bering Strait from Alaska? Describe two facts associated with this country?

2. The Liberty Bell is a patriotic symbol of the USA. Name two other USA patriotic symbols, and then tell what does patriotism mean to you?

3. Abolitionists are people who wanted to outlaw slavery. Name one African American Abolitionist. In you opinion, was slavery right or wrong in the USA?

4. The Underground Railroad was a system of safe houses along an escape route for slaves to leave the South and head up north. Describe two dangers faced by the runaway slaves on their journey to freedom. Name the leader of the Underground Railroad. (She was known as “Moses” to her people.)
5.  The Dred Scott decision of 1857 ruled that the federal government could not ban slavery in the states or territories. Explain how this decision would affect the slaves’ lives. Explain what would happen to runaway slaves. Describe a day in a slave’s life on the plantation.

6. Describe the freedmen’s life during Reconstruction.

7. The Great Plains cover almost one-third of the area of the U.S. Name and describe three natural features of the Great Plains.

8. Yellowstone National Park was established in 1872. By using the National Park Service website, describe five features of this park.

9. The Transcontinental Railroad was an important invention in our country. Describe the founding, and building of the railroad and the effects which it had on the Native Americans culture.

10. Describe the Plains Indian’s culture and name two tribes. Describe two effects the new settlers had upon the Plains Indians.

11. Describe the effects of Industrialization of the 1800’s-1900 on the USA.

12. Describe the causes and effects of these wars: The Spanish-American and World War I.

13. Describe the causes and effects of the Great Depression.

14. The New Deal Programs were established by President FDR. Describe two programs and their effects upon people.

15. In the 1930’s Europe, the rise of dictators dominated the continent. Isolationism was the idea to keep the US out of the European war. On December 7, 1941, what event pushed the US to declare war on Japan and Germany? Describe five effects of Pearl Harbor upon our country.

16. President FDR announced Four Freedoms as goals for the U>S> They included freedom of speech and religion and freedom from poverty and from fear. Explain what is meant by these terms from the First Amendment: freedom of speech and religion. In your opinion, what is meant by freedom from poverty and from fear?
17. After World War II, The COLD war began during the 1950’s and 1970’s. Russia and the US became opposing forces in the world. Describe the major events of the Cold war period:

a. Berlin Airlift

b. Bay of pigs Crisis

c. Cuban Missile Crisis

d. Korean Conflict (War)

e. The assassination of President John F. Kennedy

18. Describe the causes and effects of the Vietnam War and America’s involvement in Vietnam.

19. Describe the Civil Rights Movement and its effects during the years 1950-1970.
20. Explain the effects of illegal immigration on the U.S. from 2000 to the present time.

21. Explain the effects of September 11, 2001 upon our country today.

22. The war on terrorism is a part of life today.  In your opinion, should we be on guard against terrorist? Why or why not?

23. In your opinion, if you were the U.S. President, list five problems of our country, and explain how you would solve them.

24. From our course of American history, choose one American as a hero or heroine and explain your reasons.  
