Pulaski County Special School District

American History

Course Syllabus

Course Description: This is a required course that begins with a review of the exploration period through the Revolutionary War and brings the student up to present times. It is designed to help students become better informed and more appreciative of their rich American heritage. Students are expected to be familiar with the geography of the United States, and to follow current events. 
Grade: 11

Prerequisite: None
Course Outline

Unit One:


Exploration to 1783 (Review)

· Discovery and Settlement.

· Colonial Development and the Rise of Sectionalism
· Causes of the American Revolution  

· Key Battles and Issues of the Revolutionary War 
Unit Two:


Establishing a New Nation and the Constitution
· Articles of Confederation

· Constitutional Convention

· A Federal System of Government
Unit Three:


Growth and Expansion

· Stages of Expansion
· The War of 1812
· The Monroe Doctrine
· The Jacksonian Era
· Manifest Destiny
· Displacement of Native-Americans
Unit Four:


Sectionalism

· Regional Rivalries

· Attempts at Compromise
Unit Five:


Civil War

· Causes
· Key Battles
· Emancipation Proclamation
· Results
Unit Six:


Reconstruction

· Economic Effects
· Changes for African Americans
· Civil War Amendments
· Radical Reconstruction
· Economic, Political, and Social Changes
Unit Seven:


The Frontier

· U.S. Government/Native American Relations
· Changing Boundaries
· Western Expansion
· Settlement of the Great Plains
· Myths About the West
· Disappearance of the Frontier
Unit Eight:


Industrialization and Reform
· Contributing Factors 
· Changes in American Life 
· Issues Confronting Urban America

· Reining in Big Business
Unit Nine


The United States and World Affairs

· Reasons for Overseas Expansion
· The Spanish American War
· U.S. Becomes a World Power
Unit Ten:


World War I

· International Conflicts

· American Neutrality
· U.S. Mobilizes for War
· Strategies and Weapons
· The Versailles Treaty
· The Home Front
Unit Eleven:


Between the Wars

· Rapid Change and Disillusionment
· Domestic Problems
· Prosperity of the 1920s
· Causes of the Great Depression
· Social and Economic Effects of the Depression
· The “New Deal”
· Present-day Programs 
· Attacks on the “New Deal”
Unit Twelve:


World War II

· Events Leading to War

· Uneasy American Neutrality

· Pearl Harbor

· Wartime Economy

· American Mobilization on the Home Front
· Wartime Conferences

· Military Components of War
· Crimes Against Humanity
· Atomic Bomb

· Lasting Effects

Unit Thirteen:


Post War Years (1945-1959)

· United Nations

· The Cold War

· The Truman Administration

· The Eisenhower Administration

· Popular Culture-1950s

· Civil Rights Issues of the 1950s

Unit Fourteen:

A Turbulent Decade (1960-1970)

· Election of 1960

· The Kennedy Administration

· Civil Rights Leaders and Events of the 1960s

· A Turbulent Decade

· President Johnson’s War on Poverty 

· The Vietnam Conflict

· Changes in American Values in the 1960s

Unit Fifteen:


The Seventies

· Changes in Foreign Policy Under Nixon

· Constitutional Issues in Nixon Administration 

· The Ford Administration

· The Carter Administration

Unit Sixteen:


Neo-Conservatism
· The Reagan Presidency
· George H. Bush Presidency
· 1980s Values
Unit Seventeen:

1990 to Present
· The Clinton Years
· Global Instability & American Insecurity
· George W. Bush Presidency
· Demographic Patterns & Increased Ethnic Awareness
