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Concert Choir III

Concert Choir III is a two-semester course designed for students who have successfully completed Concert Choir II.  Concert Choir III students will demonstrate an ability to apply music fundamentals and vocal techniques in the research, production, performance, and criticism of vocal music.  Students are expected to apply sight-reading skills, improvisational skills, and advanced performance techniques in solo, small group, and large group settings.  Concert Choir III students will critique vocal music performances and deeply reflect upon the impact of vocal music upon society as well as societal influences on vocal music.  Students will regularly perform vocally in a variety of settings including, but not limited to, concerts, solo and ensemble performances, festivals, and choral performance assessment and will demonstrate successful completion of Concert Choir III student learning expectations.  Concert Choir II is a prerequisite for this course.
Strand                                   Content Standard
	Skills and Techniques

	1.  Students shall demonstrate and apply the essential skills and techniques to produce music.

	
	

	Creative Expression


	2.  Students shall demonstrate creative expression through music

	
	

	Critical Analysis


	3.  Students shall listen to, analyze, describe, and evaluate music.



	
	

	Connections


	4.  Students shall demonstrate and apply knowledge of connections between music and other disciplines.

	
	


Strand: Skills and Techniques

Content Standard 1: Students shall demonstrate and apply the essential skills and techniques to produce music.
	SLE
	State Student Learning Expectations 
	PCSSD Student Learning Expectations

	ST.1.CCIII.1
	Sing using proper vocal technique

· breathing and posture

· free and clear tone, using accurate intonation
· articulation (e.g., pure vowels, consonant sounds)

· dynamics and tempi as indicated by markings in the score
· phonatory function  (e.g., resonance, vocal registration, vocal production)

· diphthongs

	Students will demonstrate continued development of vocal production, accurate pitches, rhythms, dynamics, intonation, enunciation, and blend.
ICO:  Students could explain how the above elements of music are integrated into performance.

	ST.1.CCIII.2
	Demonstrate independence by performing alone or in an ensemble


	Students will be evaluated individually or in trios, quartets, or octets.
Students will have the opportunity to audition for Regional events, i.e. All Region, All State, and Regional/State Choral Performance Assessment.



	ST.1.CCIII.3
	Respond to artistic conducting gestures as they relate to style and interpretation


	Students will interpret tempo, dynamic, and conducting gestures at an intermediate/advanced level.

	ST.1.CCIII.4
	Sing moderate to moderately difficult literature with and without instrumental accompaniment
· two-part harmony (e.g., rounds, canons, descants)

· three-part harmony

	Students will perform literature from the UIL Scholastic League Literature List, Arkansas Approved Literature List, or literature stylistically appropriate to the class voicing.


	ST.1.CCIII.5
	Demonstrate and explain appropriate small and large ensemble performance techniques during formal and/or informal performances
· balance

· blend
· tone color and timbre
expressive phrasing
	Students will demonstrate appropriate performance techniques for various styles of literature (i.e. SSA, TTB, and SATB.)



Strand: Skills and Techniques


Content Standard 1: Students shall demonstrate and apply the essential skills and techniques to produce music.

	SLE
	State Student Learning Expectations 
	PCSSD Student Learning Expectations

	ST.1.CCIII.6
	Sight-sing medium to difficult level melodies in major or minor keys chosen by the instructor using a consistent method


	Students will sight-read a melody on an intermediate/advanced level using an established method.

Sing intervals in major or minor tonality.


	ST.1.CCIII.7
	Sight-sing ensemble parts


	Students will sight-read in the appropriate class voicing (i.e. SSA, TTB, SATB)

	ST.1.CCCII.8
	Demonstrate through performance an understanding of the language of music

· compound meter (e.g., 
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· mixed meter


	Students will read music notation on an intermediate/advanced level. 

Students will demonstrate a continued understanding of music intervals.

Students will read music notation in simple/compound meter.

Students will identify/sing melodic intervals.

Students will sing perfect intervals and intervals within a major/minor triad.


Strand: Creative Expression

Content Standard 2: Students shall demonstrate creative expression through music.
	SLE
	State Student Learning Expectations 
	PCSSD Student Learning Expectations

	CE.2.CCIII.1
	Sing in a manner reflecting the expressive qualities of music in rehearsal and performance including dynamic and tempo markings

· fortississimo (fff)
· pianississimo (ppp)
· sforzando

· staccato

· legato


	Students will perform demonstrating expressive singing by using expression markings learned from a musical score/octavo/literature.
ICO:  Students could continue to use and develop the class Word Wall integrating the terms into their language when talking about their music.

	CE.2.CCIII.2
	Compose warm-ups that address vocal problems in the repertoire being studied


	Students will explore characteristics of various stylistic literature using intermediate compositions.


Strand: Critical Analysis

Content Standard 3: Students shall listen to, analyze, describe, and evaluate music.
	SLE
	State Student Learning Expectations 
	PCSSD Student Learning Expectations

	CA.3.CCIII.1
	Design and apply criteria for making informed judgments regarding the quality and effectiveness of musical performances

	Students will identify the essential elements needed for musical performance of their ensemble.
Students will compare stylistic differences/similarities representative of various literature.
ICO:  Writing Across Curriculum – Students could compare and contrast two of their class selections evaluating the musical merit of the pieces. 


	CA.3.CCIII.2
	Evaluate musical performances by comparing to similar or exemplary models and offering constructive suggestions for improvement


	Students will identify examples of literature in conjunction with their performance repertoire.

Students will listen and/or watch a video of performances and discuss techniques pertaining to their choir.
ICO: Writing Across the Curriculum –Using the TAG model, students could evaluate their own musical performance using correct musical terminology.



Strand: Connections

Content Standard 4: Students shall demonstrate and apply knowledge of connections between music and other disciplines.
	SLE
	State Student Learning Expectations 
	PCSSD Student Learning Expectations

	C.4.CCIII.1
	Exhibit self-discipline and teamwork in daily rehearsals and musical performances
	Students will participate in daily rehearsals and musical performances.

	C.4.CCIII.2
	Model appropriate etiquette as both a performer and an observer


	Students will understand and demonstrate knowledge of appropriate concert etiquette within their choir.
ICO:  Students could reflect upon one of their recent performances concerning the concert etiquette. 


	C.4.CCEIII.3
	Perform music literature from a variety of styles, time periods, and cultures using appropriate interpretation


	Students will explore musical influence of people and their cultural heritage.

MCO/ICO:  Cross-Curricular Opportunity – Social Studies: Students could write about origin/development of the African-American Spiritual.

 

	C.4.CCIII.4
	Identify common elements and descriptive terms used in music with those used in other disciplines


	Students will define the relationship of music to other academic disciplines.

ICO:  Cross-Curricular Opportunity – Students could discover how historical music periods correlate with Art History and Literature.


	C.4.CCIII.5
	Evaluate the role of music as a vocation or avocation


	 Students will explore music’s role in their life as an adult (i.e. as a teacher or patron of the arts.)

MCO:  Students could interview people in the music industry (i.e. guest speakers, student interviews, radio personalities, musicians, band members, sound roadies, sound engineers, etc.) 


	C.4.CCIII.6
	Describe the uses of music in society and culture


	Students will explore musical influence on people and their cultural heritage.
MCO:  Students could explore music and instruments of Asian cultures and how the relate to societal differences/commonalities.

	C.4.CCIII.7
	Explore the genre, style, composer, and historical background of the repertoire being studied


	Students will identify and perform music of diverse cultures according to the stylistic genre of their choir.
MCO:  Students will accurately perform music from various world cultures.



Glossary for Concert Choir III
	Accompaniment
	A musical background that supports a principal part

	Articulation
	In instrumental music, the correct attack and decay of sound; in vocal music, the clear and effective utterance to vowels and consonants

	Artistic conducting
	The manner in which a person directs

	Avocation
	A hobby or secondary occupation pursued for enjoyment

	Balance
	The equalization of sounds

	Blend
	The melding of sounds within a group

	Canons
	A follow-the-leader process in which the melody is repeated starting at different times

	Compound meter
	Beat divisible by three rather than two

	Descants
	A high vocal part sung above the melody

	Diphthongs
	Combined vowels that we think of as one

	Dynamic markings
	Symbols used to indicate the loudness or softness of sound

	Dynamics
	Loudness or softness of sound 

	Ensemble
	Group of two or more

	Etiquette
	Protocols for behavior during a rehearsal or a performance  

	Fortississimo (fff) 
	Very, very loud

	Genre
	Style, category, class, or type of music

	Harmony
	Two or more different tones sounding at the same time

	Intonation
	Degree of accuracy in which pitches are in tune

	Legato
	Smooth and connected

	Major key
	A key based on the major scale

	Melodies
	Tunes; series of pitches that moves up, down, or stays the same

	Minor key
	A key based on the minor scale

	Mixed meter
	Changing meter within the song

	Performance
	To play, sing, or move in formal or informal settings

	Phonatory function
	The process of vocal production

	Phrasing
	Observing the musical sentence

	Pianississimo (ppp)
	Very, very soft


	Repertoire
	List of music pieces which a group or person has prepared or performed

	Resonance
	The tone quality of the human voice generated in the vocal cavities

	Rounds
	A process in which all sing the same melody but start at different times

	Score
	A notated representation of all parts vertically aligned on a page

	Sforzando 
	Suddenly loud and soft 

	Sight-sing
	Singing a piece of music without preparation

	Staccato
	Short and detached

	Style
	A characteristic of a particular person or group of people or period that make genres of music unique (e.g., folk, symphony)

	Tempi
	Plural for tempo, which is the speed of the beat

	Tempo markings
	Symbols used to indicate the speed of the beat

	Three-part
	Music with three distinct parts

	Timbre
	The quality of sound that distinguishes one instrument or voice from another

	Tone
	A musical sound on a specific pitch

	Tone color
	See timbre

	Two-part
	A melody and harmony line

	Vocal registration
	A series of sounds within a singer’s range (e.g., chest voice, middle voice, head voice)

	Vocation
	Career


Course Approval Request – Concert Choir III

Attachments

I. Course Outline with specific connections to the appropriate curriculum framework and student learning expectations (detailed course outline and student learning expectations numbers).
See attached Curriculum for Concert Choir III.

II. List of instructional materials, teaching resources and equipment to be used for this course.
District Vocal Music Guide, Music, Piano, Risers, Sound System, PCSSD Music Library, School Music Library, appropriate computer programs for music, flash cards (rhythms, note names, sight-reading, choral CD’s/DVD’s)

III. Description of student population for which this course is intended and statement of prerequisites for students enrolling in this course.
This course is open to students who have completed Concert Choir II and meet the 2.0 AAA minimum grade requirement for participation in sanctioned events.

Concert Choir II - Concert Choir II covers necessary fundamentals for students to be at the appropriate level of music development to enroll in Concert Choir III.  Specific student learning expectations are stated in corresponding Curriculum Guides which incorporates the Arkansas State Frameworks.

Audition – Students will be selected by audition only.  Audition material will be selected by the choir director and include various styles of music to demonstrate student’s diverse performance abilities.

Teacher Recommendation – The choir director will make a recommendation based on the results of student auditions.
IV. Description/examples of how this course will emphasize application, problem-solving and higher-order thinking skills.

Application:  reading and performing music with appropriate articulation, dynamics and interpretive skills requires students to apply musical knowledge.

Problem-solving:  changing oneself to blend and tune with others within the group in an effort to work together toward a superior performance.

Higher-order thinking skills:  constant self-critiquing and improving during the process of rehearsal and performance.
V.  Description of instructional strategies to address diverse learner needs.

Visuals, Teacher Demonstrations, Modeling, Best Practices, Hands-on Activities, Small Group Instruction, and Cooperative Learning.

VI. Description/examples of assessments appropriate to this course.

Choral Rehearsal Graphic Organizer

Daily Performance Rubric

Vocal Performance Rubric

Group Work Rubric

Choral Performance Evaluation

Classroom Discussion Rubric

Solo and Ensemble Scoring Form

ArkCDA All Region/State Choir Scoring Rubric

ArkCDA Evaluative Festival Rating Sheet

Choral Performance Assessments

Describing Music Rubric

Elements of Music Rubric

VII. Description/examples of hands-on activities or labs that will be done in this course.

1. Sectionals – Students are provided small group instruction through sectional rehearsals which allow students the opportunity to receive more individualized instruction for purposes of learning individual parts to music performed throughout the year.

2. Individualized Instruction – Students may schedule individual instructional time with choir directors or student section leaders for the purpose of receiving additional assistance.

3. Performances – Students perform throughout the school year in a variety of settings which include but are not limited to the following:  Winter and Spring Concerts, Region Tryouts, Region Clinic, State Tryouts, State Clinic, Region Choral Performance Assessment, Solo and Ensemble, school performances, elementary performances, community performances, and booster meetings.
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