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Advanced Choir II

Advanced Choir II is a two-semester course designed for students who have successfully completed Advanced Choir I.  Advanced Choir II students shall further expand their knowledge of music fundamentals and vocal techniques.  Students are expected to develop advanced performance techniques in solo, small group, and large group settings with greater emphasis on reading and performing vocally using appropriate articulation, dynamics, and interpretative skills.  Advanced Choir II students will critique vocal music performances and reflect upon the impact of vocal music upon society as well as societal influences on vocal music.  Students will regularly perform vocally in a variety of settings including, but not limited to, concerts, solo and ensemble performances, and festivals and will demonstrate successful completion of Advanced Choir II student learning expectations.  Advanced Choir I is a prerequisite for this course.  The Standards for Accreditation requires a one-half unit course of “Survey of Fine Arts” or one-half unit of an advanced art or advanced music course.  Advanced Choir II may be used to fulfill this requirement.
Strand                                               Content Standard
	Skills and Techniques


	1.  Students shall demonstrate and apply the essential skills and techniques to produce music.



	
	

	Creative Expression


	2.  Students shall demonstrate creative expression through music.



	
	

	Critical Analysis


	3.  Students shall listen to, analyze, describe, and evaluate music.



	
	

	Connections


	4.  Students shall demonstrate and apply knowledge of connections between music and other disciplines.



	
	


Strand: Skills and Techniques

Content Standard 1: Students shall demonstrate and apply the essential skills and techniques to produce music.
	ST.1.ACII.1
	Sing using proper vocal technique

· Breathing and posture

· free and clear tone, using accurate intonation
· articulation (e.g., pure vowels and consonant sounds)

· dynamics and tempi as indicated by markings in the score
· phonatory function (e.g., resonance, vocal registration, vocal production)

	Students will continue to develop and refine technical skills and increase their musical knowledge through performance and listening.  These listening experiences refine melodic and harmonic pitch.

Students will demonstrate proper diction, tone quality and musicianship in the classroom setting, concerts, and Choral Performance Assessment.



	ST.1.ACII.2
	Demonstrate independence by performing alone or in an ensemble

	Students will be evaluated individually or in quartets/octets.  Students will have the opportunity to audition for regional events (i.e. All Region/All State, Solo/Ensemble, Choral Performance Assessment.)

MCO: Students will have the opportunity to perform music of various cultures.



	ST.1.ACII.3
	Respond to basic conducting gestures as they relate to style and interpretation


	Directors use patterns inherent in melodic and harmonic sequencing to communicate expressive musical qualities and students are able to interpret and respond appropriately.



	ST.1.ACII.4
	Sing easy to moderate literature with and without instrumental accompaniment
· two-part harmony (e.g., rounds, canons, descants)

	Students continue to compose rhythmic and melodic phrases.  They will begin to explore the role of technology in the creation of vocal and/or instrumental music.
ICO:  Students could research the role of technology in music.

MCO: Students will have the opportunity to perform music of various cultures.



	ST.1.ACII.5
	Demonstrate and explain appropriate small and large ensemble performance techniques during formal and/or informal performances
· balance

· blend
	Technical expectations:  Range expansions, increased independence with pitch and rhythm, memorization of increasingly difficult selections, interpretations of articulations, expressive symbols and terms, the performance major/minor scales from memory.


Strand: Skills and Techniques


Content Standard 1: Students shall demonstrate and apply the essential skills and techniques to produce music.

	ST.1.ACII.6
	Sight-sing simple to medium level melodies chosen by the instructor using a consistent method


	Students will sight read a moderately difficult melody in an ensemble using an established sight reading method.

	ST.1.ACII.7
	Sight-sing ensemble parts


	Students will sight-read their vocal line independently, within their vocal section, and as part of the choir.



	ST.1.ACII.8
	Demonstrate through performance an understanding of the language of music

· basic notation (e.g., staves, clefs, note and rest values, intervals, chords)

· interpretive notation (e.g., music symbols)

· simple meter (e.g., 
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· compound meter (e.g., 
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	Students receive formal instruction in music theory with emphasis on understanding chord structure.  In live and recorded music, students identify melodic and harmonic parts.

ICO:  Math – Students could draw relationships between the “part” to “whole” concepts to math as it relates to subdivisions of the beat.


Strand: Creative Expression

Content Standard 2: Students shall demonstrate creative expression through music.
	CE.2.ACII.1
	Sing in a manner reflecting the expressive qualities of music in rehearsal and performance including dynamic and tempo markings

· pianissimo (pp)
· fortissimo (ff)
· diminuendo
· ritardando
· accelerando

	Technical expectations for students in advanced choir II include:  range expansions; increased independence with pitch and rhythm; memorization of increasingly difficult selections; interpretations of articulations; expressive symbols and terms; the performance of approximately
1/3 of all major and minor scales.
ICO: Literacy – Word Sort 
Given a vocabulary list of 10-15 words, students will sort the words into groups by likeness.  There can be multiple ways to group the words, but students have to be able to justify their decisions.



	CE.2.ACII.2
	Improvise call-and-response patterns in vocalization


	Students are introduced to improvising a melody within specific guidelines.  They are introduced to composing, scoring, and performing short selections for two or more parts.




Strand: Critical Analysis

Content Standard 3: Students shall listen to, analyze, describe, and evaluate music.
	CA.3.ACII.1
	Apply criteria for making informed judgments regarding the quality and effectiveness of musical performances

	Students develop criteria for evaluating performances.  Thoughtful response is important for individual achievement and for the progress of the group as a whole.

	CA.3.ACII.2
	Evaluate musical performances by comparing to similar or exemplary models


	Students will listen to several recordings of exemplary male/female choirs as well as SATB choirs.
Students will listen to recordings and/or watch a video of performances and analyze them orally or in written form.
ICO: Writing Across the Curriculum – Using musical terms, students could compare/contrast their Region CPA performance to their State CPA performance using the TAG writing model.




Strand: Connections

Content Standard 4: Students shall demonstrate and apply knowledge of connections between music and other disciplines.
	C.4.ACII.1
	Exhibit self-discipline and teamwork in daily rehearsals and musical performances


	Students continue to develop and refine technical skills and increase their music knowledge through the choral rehearsal.
ICO:  Math – Students could average their 9 weeks grade for grading period to make sure they remain eligible according to AAA guidelines. 



	C.4.ACII.2
	Model appropriate etiquette as both a performer and an observer


	Students continue to develop and refine concert etiquette.  These listening experiences refine melodic and harmonic pitch.
ICO:  Literacy – Frayer Model – a graphic organizer used for word analysis and vocabulary building.  This four-square model prompts students to think about and describe the meaning of a word or concept.  


	C.4.ACII.3
	Perform music literature from a variety of styles, time periods, and cultures using appropriate interpretation


	As students listen to and perform compositions selected from a variety of cultures, periods, styles, and composers, they develop an understanding of the characteristics used to categorize music literature.
MCO:  Math – Students could create a historical timeline comparing historical events with music events.  (i.e.  Pre-historic through 20th Century)



	C.4.ACII.4
	Identify common elements and descriptive terms used in music with those used in other disciplines

	As students progress academically, they begin to define the relationships between music and other fine arts, and they begin to understand the roles of music in society.  


	C.4.ACII.5
	Identify careers in the music industry


	Students will be exposed to careers in the music industry, as well as community and leisure activities such as church choirs, community choirs, Broadway Shows, and Dinner Theatres.
ICO: Literacy – Students could research a career in the music industry and give an oral presentation to the class.


Glossary for Advanced Choir II
	Accelerando
	Gradually get faster

	Accompaniment
	A musical background that supports a principal part

	Articulation
	In instrumental music, the correct attack and decay of sound; in vocal music, the clear and effective utterance of vowels and consonants

	Balance
	The equalization of sounds

	Blend
	The melding of sounds within a group

	Call-and-response
	A music form in which a part of the melody (call) is followed by an answer (response)

	Canons
	A follow-the-leader process in which the melody is repeated starting at different times

	Chords
	Simultaneous combination of three or more different pitches

	Clefs
	Signs used at the beginning of the staves to indicate ranges of pitch

	Compound meter
	Beat divisible by three rather than two

	Descants
	High vocal part sung above the melody

	Diminuendo
	Gradually get softer

	Dynamic markings
	Symbols used to indicate the loudness or softness of sound

	Dynamics
	Loudness or softness of sound

	Ensemble
	Group of two or more

	Etiquette
	Protocols for behavior during a rehearsal or a performance  

	Fortissimo (ff)
	Very loud

	Harmony
	Two or more different tones sounding at the same time

	Improvise
	To create spontaneously

	Interpretive notation
	Markings in music including staccato, accents, slurs, fermata, and other such stylistic indicators

	Intervals
	The distance between two or more pitches

	Intonation
	Degree of accuracy in which pitches are in tune

	Melodies
	Tunes; a series of pitches that moves up, down, or stays the same

	Meter
	A pattern of fixed beats as indicated by time signature

	Notation
	A system used for writing music

	Note
	A symbol used to indicate pitch and duration

	Performance
	To play, sing, or move in formal or informal settings

	Phonatory function
	The process of vocal production

	Pianissimo (pp)
	Very soft


	Resonance
	The tone quality of the human voice generated in the vocal cavities

	Rest
	Silence in music; symbol used to indicate the duration of silence  

	Ritardando
	Gradually get slower

	Rounds
	A process in which all sing the same melody but start at different times

	Sight-sing
	Singing a piece of music without preparation

	Simple meter
	Accented beats of each measure divisible by two

	Staves
	Plural for staff, the lines and spaces upon which music is written

	Style
	A characteristic of a particular person or group of people or period that make genres of music unique (e.g., folk, symphony)

	Symbols
	Signs 

	Tempi
	Plural for tempo, which is the speed of the beat

	Tempo markings
	Symbols used to indicate the speed of the beat

	Tone
	A musical sound on a specific pitch

	Two-part
	A melody and harmony line

	Vocal registration
	A series of sounds within a singer’s range (e.g., chest voice, middle voice, head voice)
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