Unit Title:
Value
Objective:


The students will be able to recognize, analyze and create varying degrees of lightness 
and darkness of subjects from life and in art works.

Essential Learnings:


The student will:

1) define value as the degree of 
lightness or darkness of a color or area.

2) demonstrate knowledge of the 
vocabulary related to value.

3) identify and describe various degrees 
of value as they exist in art and in life

4) learn technique to represent degrees

of value using various media and

techniques.

5) use degrees of value, shading and 

blending to illustrate the appearance

of depth.

Essential Activities:

1) Vocabulary

2) Class discussion of value

3) Value Scale

4) Bubble Cluster

5) Still life drawing (MCO)

Suggested Activities:

1) Monochromatic value study

2) Monochromatic tempera painting

3) Albrecht Durer, The Four Apostles (5)

4) Leonardo da Vinci, The Virgin of
the Rocks (6)

Unit Title: Value 
Essential Activity:
Vocabulary Presentation 

F.1.A1.6
Tools and Materials: 

Overhead projector 
Vocabulary handout 

Process:

1. Copy vocabulary handout list for each student. 

2. Present information (with example if possible). 

3. Explain or discuss vocabulary. 

4. Check for understanding of vocabulary. 

Attachment:

Value Vocabulary 

Unit Title: Value 
Attachment: Vocabulary 

Blending - to rub or smear areas of unequal value to achieve a gradual transition. 

Contrast - the degree of difference in compared areas of a subject (Example: the degree of difference 
between the lightest and darkest areas of a subject). 

Cast shadow - the dark figure cast upon a surface by a subject blocking the light source. 
Core tone - the darkest area(s) of a subject. 

Dominance - being of most importance, caused to stand out through manipulation of media or 
elements. 

Half-tones - from mid-light to mid-dark, also called midtones. 
Highlight - the lightest area(s) of a subject. 

Reflected light - light areas resulting from light bouncing or deflected from another surface. 
Shade - the addition of black to a hue (color). 

Shading - to apply degrees of value to subject in a manner which gives the illusion of depth. 
Tint - the addition of white to a hue (color). 

Tone - the addition of gray to a hue (color). 

Unit Title: Value 
Essential Activity: 
Class Discussion of Value
F.1.A1.6 

Tools and Materials:  Examples and slide(s) which contain Value 

Process:

1. While viewing slides or examples of selected subjects, conduct a classroom discussion on the 
topic of value. Topics for discussion should include: 

a. identify areas of different values 

b. show examples of shading 

c. pick out areas where blending occurs 

d. compare values in both black and white and various colors 

e. identify areas which are considered tints. tones and shades 

f. point out the use of value, shading and blending to give the illusion of depth 

Unit Title: Value 

Essential Activity:  Value Scale 

F.1.A1.6
CP.4.A1.7

Tools and Materials: 

Pencil 
Paper 
Ruler 

Circle template (coin) 

Process:

1. Have students draw ten boxes or circles. 

2. Use pencil to fill in the first area with the lightest degree of value they can achieve. 

3. Use pencil to fill in the last area with the darkest degree of value they can achieve. 

4. Have the students fill in the remaining areas with successive degrees of value from the 
lightest to the darkest one at a time. (See example below) 

Reflections / Responses: 
RR.5.A1.7
Exhibit knowledge of techniques of producing value  

Unit Title: Value 
Essential Activity:
Bubble Cluster 

F.1.A1.6
CP.4.A1.7
Tools and Materials: 

Ebony pencil 
Paper 

Eraser 

Process:

Have the student: 

1. Draw a circle near the center of the page. 

2. The teacher should demonstrate how placement of the source of light will effect the 

shading process (location of highlights and core tone). 

3. Have the student shade the circle so that it becomes a 3-D sphere (teacher demonstrate). 

4. Have the student create a highlight by using an eraser in the appropriate area. 

5. Have the class discuss the practices of shading and blending as it was used to create the 
3-D effect. 

6. Have the students draw other circles of varying size overlapping each other (see 
example). 

7. The teacher should direct the students in turning the circles into clusters of bubbles which 
vary in degree of value. 

Reflections / Responses: 
RR.5.A1.6
Prepare artwork for exhibition. 

Unit Title: Value 
Essential Activity: Still Life drawing (MCO) 
F.1.A1.6
CP.4.A1.7
Tools and Materials: 

Articles for still life collected from a particular culture or theme 
Ebony pencil 

Drawing paper 

Spotlight or overhead 

Process:

1. Arrange the articles from a particular culture in a pleasing way that can be easily seen by all 
students (example: African masks, jewelry, cloth, or Mexican pottery. blankets, etc.). 

2. Direct a strong light source on the arrangement to heighten the effect of light and shadows 
(less room light may also help). 

3. Briefly discuss the various values which are present and point out areas which may lend 
themselves to shading and/or blending. 

4. Have the students complete the still life drawing using the techniques of value which have 
been discussed and used earlier. 

Reflections / Responses:
RR.5.A1.1
Discuss or write explanation of selected historical, cultural choice. 

Unit Title: Value 

Suggested Activity: Monochromatic Value Study in Pastel 
F.1.A1.6
CP.4.A1.2
Tools and Materials: 

Colored construction paper 
Pastel chalks 

Process:

Have students: 

1. Draw a simple design of a landscape on colored construction paper. 


2. 
Select two colors of pastel - one darker than the paper and one lighter (All should be in the 


same color family). 

3. Complete the design by using varying amounts of the chalks over the background areas to 
produce varying tones (some blending and smoothing may be used as desired). 

4. Black and white may also be used to create other shades and tints but should be used alone. 

5. Allow some areas of the paper to remain uncovered to serve as background. 

Reflections / Responses: 
RR.5.A1.4
Class will critique landscapes as they relate to their environment. 

Unit Title: Value 

Suggested Activity:  Monochromatic Tempera Painting 

F.1.A1.6
CP.4.A1.2
Tools and Materials: 

Heavy drawing paper or poster board 
Assorted brushes 

Pencils 

Tempera or acrylic paints 

Process:

Have the students: 

1.  Draw a simple design relating to daily life. in pencil on the paper or posterboard. 

2. Select one color of paint to be used. 

3. Analyze the areas to be different values and colors. 

4. Paint the design so that it is shaded correctly, using only the tints, 
tones and shades of the color selected. 

Note: The pure colors, black or white should not be present in the completed design. 


Note: 
Introduce paint mixing concept of always adding a small amount of the darker color to 
the lighter color and continue until the desired value is achieved. 

Reflections / Responses: 
RR.5.A1.3
Formulate and apply judgments on artwork as it relates to daily life. 

